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What is the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS)?

Every child is an individual and deserves the best possible start to life.
The EYFS is a statutory government framework that supports this belief.

T'I-IE El'l'rF'-'-l sets outl standards for the learni 1 FEATTSY pment and
welfare of children from birth to five years ceL It explains the skills,
knuwledge and understanding that children must learn to support their

healthy development.

= It helps very young children acquire the skills they will need to learn
at school and beyond.

« It encourages learning through indoor and cutdoor play, discovery
and other activities that stimulate and entertain your child,

= It's a fun and flexible framework that is focussed around seven areas
of learning and development (see opposite).

= Early years practitioners use the framework to help them plan for the
learning and healthy development of the children in their care,

The EYFS Framewark is mandatory for all earty years providers - this means
that all nurseries, pre-schools, reception classes and childminders registered
as EYFS providers must adhere to it. By following the same framework, this
ensures for quality and consistency in all early years settings.

Why do we have the EYFS Framework?

This framework exists to support all professionals working In the EYFS and
sets out all standards for learning and development of children from birth
to five years, as well as ensuring all children are kept healthy and safe. Since
2012, the framework has been developed and revised with parents and
early years experts to make it clearer and to emphasise a parent's role in
their child's development.

The framework also sets out assessments that will tell you about your child's
progress through the EYFS and Expected levels that should be achieved -
these goals and expectations are called Early Learning Goals (ELGs)
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What will my child be learning?

Your child will be learning skills, gaining new knowledge and
demonstrating their understanding through the seven areas of
development.

These are divided into thiree prime areas and four specific areas:

Communication
& Language
Listening and attention,
understanding and
speaking

Physical
Development

Moving & handling, health
and self-care

Personal,
Social & Emotional
Development
Making relationships, self
confidence & self awareness,
managing feelings and

behaviour

The three prime areas are the most crucial for a child’s healthy
development. As your child grows, these prime areas will help them to
develop skills in the following four specific areas:

Expressive
Arts & Design
Exploring using media &
materials and being
imaginative

Mathematics

Numbers, space, shape
and measure

Understanding
the World

People & communities, the
world and technology

Literacy
Reading and writing
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‘How will my child develop
in these areas?

Children in the EYFS learn and develop in the seven areas by playing
and exploring, through active learning and by being creative and
thinking critically. This takes place both indoors and outdoors.

While your child is at an early years setting, they will be provided with activities
and opportunities designed to help them work towards these seven areas.

Your child's Key Person plays an important part in this process; they
will plan activities and experiences to promote your child’s learning and
development as well as conducting on-going observations w track and
assess your child's achievements and progress against the EYFS Early
Learning Goals, Your child's Key Person will then put this information
together to show how your child is progressing.

=
a
=
o
:
Z
e
£
3
a



How can I find out how
my child is progressing?

It is important that you and the professionals working with your child
communicate and work together; you will have ongoing discussions and
conversations regarding activities that will benefit your child, These
conversations will be with either your child's Key Person or childminder.

In addition to a cirriculum of learning, EYFS also outlines how your child will
be assessed while in an early years setting.

Your Key Person will continually abserve and Informally assess your child
and record feedback in a Learning Journey or similar format (see example
below) - you can then request to see this observational feedback about your
child's development at any time,

Learning Journey Example

NEW imagE ...... = :__‘- --
of Learning i
Journey Folder? o -
o Moments

____________

These are
example sheets of the
type of learning journey

. that your child's Key Person
' or childminder will
be filling In.




There are formal assessments as well. The first formal check - the Progress
Check at Age 2 will usually take place when your child is between two and
three. From September 2015, this is part of the Integrated Review

Your early years setting will assess your child's development in the three
prime areas within the EYFS framework. This can also ensure for the early

identification of any developmental issues.

A second check happens in your child’s reception year at school. Your child's
school will carry out an assessment to monitor your child's progress. Some

schools can, however, opt out of carrying out these tests.

This check will identify areas In reception, your child’s teacher
where your child is progressing will carry out assessments,

well and where they may creating a picture of your child's
need some extra support and knowledge, understanding and

assistance, as well as how parents  abilities.
and other members of your family
can work together to help.

*Please note that local areas are able to conduct the Integrated Review
according to their individual requirements, therefore there may be some
variations in how this is conducted across settings - please speak to your
child's Key Person or childminder for more information.
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